
Residential Design Standards 
Proposed Code Amendments 

Community 
Meeting 

August 19, 2019



Purpose of 
Meeting 

No decisions will be made today

1. Present potential code changes to address Council 
direction;

2. Answer questions; and

3. Receive comments and suggestions for future 
consideration and refinement of proposed code 
changes.
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Background

In May 2019, City Council initiated Code 
amendmentsand directed staff to:

1. Reduce third floor massing;

2. Reduce height and bulk of single-unit dwellings and 
duplexes in Multiple Unit Residential (RM) Zoning 
Districts; and

3. Incentivize the preservation of beach cottages.
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Proposed Code 
Amendments

A. Third Floor Massing

B. Single-Unit and Two-Unit 
Dwellings in RM Zoning District 

C. Cottage Preservation 
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Amendment A
Third Floor Massing 
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15 + Feet 15 Feet

Å Sloped roof ɀ29 ft. max (3:12 pitch)
Å Flat roof and rails ɀ24 ft. max
Å Third story floor area limit
Å Third story stepbacks

ÅȰÏÐÅÎȱ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅÓ ÏÒ ÁÔÔÉÃÓ
Å 25-foot -wide R-2 lots
Å Balboa Island
Å Multiple Residential (RM) zoned 

lots

Example

Third Story Limitation Not Applicable in Some Cases



Problem
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ȰOpenȱ ÍÅÁÎÓany area open 
on at least one side or to the sky


